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been done in former ages, but what it \vill become tis to
establish on the present occasion; a subject of inquiry on
which this house can expect very little information from
the professors of the law ?

Perhaps the petitioners expect from their counsel, that
they should display the fecundity of their imagination, and
the elegance of their language; that they should amuse
us with the illusions of oratory, dazzlo us with bright ideas,
affect us with strong representations, and lull us with har-
monious periods; but if it be only intended that just facts
and valid arguments should be laid before us, they will be
received without the decorations of the bar. For this end,
sir, it would have been sufficient had the merchants in-
formed their representatives of the methods which they
have to propose; for the abilities of the gontlomon whom
the city has deputed to this assembly, arc well known to
be such as stand in need of no assistance from occasional
orators. Nor can it be expected that any nuw will be
found more capable of understanding the arguments of the
merchants, or better qualified to lay them before tho senate.

That every petitioner has, except on money bills, a right
to be heard, is undoubtedly true; but it is no Ions evident
that this right is limited to a certain time, and that on this
occasion the proper time is elapsed. Justice is duo both
to individuals and to the nation; if petitions may at any
time be offered, and are, whenever offered, to bo heard, a
small body of men might, by unseasonable and importunate
petitions, retard any occasional law, till it should become
unnecessary.

Petitions, sir,, are to be offered when a new bill is
brought into the house, that all useful information may bo
-obtained ; but when it has passed through tho examination
of the committees, has been approved by the collective
wisdom of the senate, and requires only a formal ratifi-
cation to give it the force of a law, it is neither usual nor
.decent to offer petitions, or declare any dislike of what the
senate has admitted.

We are not, when we have proceeded thus far, to suffer
pleaders to examine our conduct, or vary our detormi-